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On behalf of everyone at the FTA, we wish those celebrating this weekend a
Happy Easter with family and friends. As the State of California opens
vaccinations to a wider audience and it gives our country a chance to return to
pre-pandemic life, if you're eligible, make your vaccination appointment today.

The LA Times has put together an amazing collection of resources on how
eligible recipients can find and make their appointments.

​Click here and do your part to get vaccinated.

FTA's 95TH WORLD TRADE WEEK
VIRTUAL EVENT

Registration Now Open!

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-04-01/so-youre-eligible-for-the-vaccine-heres-how-to-try-and-get-one
http://www.tradeandcargo.com
http://www.roanokegroup.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/8e145ae8001/96321570-7924-41bd-a764-7dcc81248b4d.pdf
https://youtu.be/FugQNYtbyz0


VIEW PROGRAM AGENDA &
 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Exploring the International Trade Landscape

Mid-Year Update: Customs, PGA’s and Other Current
Issues Affecting Trade

World trade significantly contributes to the nation’s economy and has
developed a vast new horizon for America’s businesses. World Trade
Week (WTW) celebrates the industry and dedicates itself to informing the
public on the benefits and importance of global trade on the overall
economy through a series of events and educational programs. Please
join us for our 95th Annual World Trade Week event!

--------------------------
Presentation of

Marjorie M. Shostak Distinguished Service Award

https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event-4225845


-------------------------
Segment 1

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (USCBP)

-------------------------
Segment 2

Participating Government Agencies (PGA’s)
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

U.S. Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC)
-------------------------

Segment 3
Private Industry Experts

Current Issues Affecting Trade – Insider Perspectives

Links and stories of interest:

Runway dining at $540 a meal proving hit in Japan
 

Government Actions and Trade

CBP Ruling Finds Auditor Report Is Insufficient to Show No Forced Labor
Used 
The use of North Korean labor is considered to be forced labor under the
Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act. The ruling marks
the first one directly focused on forced labor since 2002 according to CBP's
rulings database. 
 
Information Technology Industry Council Asks for Phased Rollback of
Section 301 
Trade policy in regard to China should prioritize technology issues and
establish “benchmarks for a phased rollback of Section 301 tariffs,” the
Information Technology Industry Council wrote In a 17-page March 30 letter to
U.S. Trade Representative Katherine Tai. 
 
Britain's Trade Hits Pandemic, Paperwork Bumps in Brexit's First Month 
The U.K.’s first batch of official trade data since leaving the European Union
highlights the early damage done to the flow of goods by Brexit. 
 
Boeing Urges U.S. to Separate China Trade and Human Rights 
Boeing Co urged the United States on Wednesday to keep disputes over
human rights and other topics separate from trade relations with Beijing,
and warned that European rival Airbus would gain if the U.S. planemaker were
locked out of China. 
 
Time to Get Tough with China on Global Trade, UK tells G7 Allies 

https://www.bbc.com/news/business-56598932
https://internationaltradetoday.com/article/view?search_id=445094&id=629774&stack=stack_6065228cbb3b1
https://internationaltradetoday.com/article/view?search_id=445094&stack=stack_6065228cbb3b1&stackindex=1&id=629824
https://www.itic.org/documents/trade/ITILettertoAmbTaiandTradePrioritiesforBiden-HarrisAdmin.pdf
https://www.bloomberg.com/graphics/uk-trade-post-brexit-deal-eu/?srnd=economics-vp
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trade-boeing/boeing-urges-u-s-to-separate-china-trade-and-human-rights-idUSKBN2BN30A
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-britain-trade/time-to-get-tough-with-china-on-global-trade-uk-tells-g7-allies-idUSKBN2BN1EN


Britain will on Wednesday push G7 allies to get tough on China over
“pernicious practices” that undermine the international trading system, calling
for an overhaul of outdated and ineffective World Trade Organization rules. 
 
Philippines Says Chinese ‘Militia’ Fleet Has Spread in Disputed Waters 
Hundreds of Chinese vessels believed to be manned by militias in the
South China Sea have spread to a wider area, the Philippines said on
Wednesday, defying its demand for the flotilla to be withdrawn immediately. 
 
Women-Owned Business Ownership in America on the Rise 
Women-owned employer firms reported nearly $1.8 trillion in sales,
shipments, receipts or revenue and employed over 10.1 million workers with an
annual payroll of $388.1 billion in 2018. 
 
First Joint Committee Meeting Under the Bilateral U.S.-UK Agreement on
Prudential Measures Regarding Insurance and Reinsurance 
On March 25, 2021, the United States and the United Kingdom held the first
meeting of the Joint Committee established under the U.S.-UK Agreement on
Prudential Measures Regarding Insurance and Reinsurance (“the Agreement”
hereafter). 

USTR Suspends Trade Engagement with Burma following Military Coup
and Violence against Civilians 
United States Trade Representative Katherine Tai today announced the
suspension of all U.S. engagement with Burma under the 2013 Trade and
Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA), effective immediately. This
suspension will remain in effect until the return of a democratically elected
government. 

American Association of Port Authorities Praises Infrastructure Bill 
The American Association of Port Authorities said that $17 billion dedicated to
ports is “a substantial down payment on the $29 billion in federal investments
necessary to modernizing our ports and ensuring that our trade infrastructure
remains strong.” It said that more than a quarter of U.S. GDP is connected to
imports and exports through the seaports. 

FTA NEWS

Charting a Course for Trade and
Digital Ledger Technology

https://gcaptain.com/148783-2/
https://gcaptain.com/philippines-china-eez-maritime-militia/
https://www.commerce.gov/news/blog/2021/03/women-owned-business-ownership-america-rise
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2021/march/first-joint-committee-meeting-under-bilateral-us-uk-agreement-prudential-measures-regarding
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2021/march/ustr-suspends-trade-engagement-burma-following-military-coup-and-violence-against-civilians
https://internationaltradetoday.com/article/view?search_id=445503&stack=stack_60674aa6457f6&stackindex=1&id=630030
https://ajot.com/news/statement-by-american-association-of-port-authorities-on-president-bidens-infrastructure-plan


CBP addressed knowledge gap in
information sharing models and has
advocated a “transformative approach
for the future of trade”, yet we may be
left wondering: what are some actual
programs we can engage near term?
Come and see!

April 7, 9:00 - 10:00 AM PT

Members: $25.00
Non-members: $45.00
Sponsorship Available: $200.00

REGISTER TODAY

First Sale Rule - It's Still
Available To Lower Your

Duty Exposure

The hurdle to prove First Sale
has always been high, but has
the recent decision at the U.S.
Court of International Trade made
this hurdle a bar too high for
importers?

April 21, 1:00 P.M. - 2:00 PM PT

Members: $25.00
Non-members: $45.00
Sponsorship Available: $200.00

REGISTER HERE

EXP Oceans of Opportunity
Sponsorship!

It is with great pleasure to announce
that The FTA is proud sponsor of
EXP’s 21st Annual Oceans
of Opportunity Event. The FTA is
committed to partner with
organizations within our community
and EXP is certainly deserving of our

https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event-4214376
https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event-4241074


support and encouragement.

We encourage you to join us in the
challenge to increase the FTA
Friends of EXP Sponsorship amount
with a contribution of your choice to
further our commitment to EXP.

April 29, 6:00 - 9:30 AM PT

Contribution amounts:
$25, $50, $75 and $100

CONTRIBUTE HERE

Environmental
Biden Administration Aims for U.S. Leadership in Offshore Wind 
President Joe Biden’s cabinet earlier this week unveiled a plan to boost the
industry that promised new acreage, faster permitting, and billions of dollars in
financing – part of his sweeping plan to fight climate change by decarbonizing
the economy. 

https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event-4246905
https://gcaptain.com/biden-administration-aims-for-u-s-leadership-in-offshore-wind-official/


Key Steps Towards a High Performing Maritime Industry 
Achievement of an efficient, resilient, safe, and sustainable maritime
ecosystem is a multi-year, multi-stage project that requires a sequence of
interlocking actions. 
 
How Shipping Ports Can Become More Sustainable 
Marine shipping drives 90% of global trade, moving over 11 billion tons of
containers, solid and liquid bulk cargo across the world’s seas annually. 

Port Of San Diego Seeks Input On Maritime Clean Air Strategy
Discussion Draft 
The Port of San Diego announced Tuesday it is seeking extensive public input
as it develops a Maritime Clean Air Strategy as part of continued efforts to
identify projects that will improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and transition to efficient, modern and sustainable maritime operations. 

China Solar Cells: Final Results of CV Admin Review 
The Commerce Department is amending the final results of its recently
completed countervailing duty administrative review on crystalline silicon
photovoltaic cells, whether or not assembled into modules, from China 

Got a story idea?

The FTA wants to hear from you! Is
there a topic or industry that we're not
covering that you'd like to see more
of? Drop us an email by clicking the
button below with your suggestions.

EMAIL YOUR STORY
IDEA

FTA New Member Thank You!

The FTA would like to acknowledge our new members each week in our
newsletter. We sincerely appreciate their support and participation. Your
FTA leadership continues to focus on delivering value during this time of
social distancing and know that as we move back to in-person events
that the opportunities will only continue to expand.

https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/key-steps-towards-a-high-performing-maritime-industry
https://www.maritimeprofessional.com/news/shipping-ports-become-more-sustainable-366379
https://www.kpbs.org/news/2021/mar/23/port-san-diego-seeks-input-maritime-clean-air-stra/
https://internationaltradetoday.com/article/view?search_id=445503&id=630015&stack=stack_60674aa6457f6
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2021-06786
mailto:ac@tradeandcargoconsulting.com


Robert Bowen - Cubic Corporation
Kat Janowicz - 3COTECH, Inc.

Maritime

After Jubilation on the Suez Canal Comes the Investigation 
 In the end, it took roughly six days and seven hours to undo the minutes of
drama that exposed the vulnerability of global trade and captivated the world. It
may take longer to figure out how to avoid it happening again. 

Port of Savannah Infrastructure Projects to Boost TEU Amid
Unprecedented Growth 
The Georgia Ports Authority has approved projects to increase annual capacity
at the Port of Savannah beyond 6 million twenty-foot equivalent container
units, an increase of about 20 percent compare to its current capacity. 
 
Newest 2M Asia-US East Coast Service Aims for Fast Transits: Maersk 
Maersk said its new service to US Southeast ports will add faster transits from
Asia and serves the rapidly growing Vietnam export market. 
 
New Blume Product Offers Hybrid Visibility- TMS Functionality 
Blume Global is hoping a new product emphasizing its utility as a supply chain
planning tool will help it to break out of a crowded field of supply chain visibility
providers. 
 
Railcar Scarcity Now Driving LA-LB Port Congestion: Terminal Operators 
A severe shortage of railcars in Los Angeles-Long Beach is causing rail
container dwell times to double, which is further stressing already-congested
terminals and inhibiting the ability of the terminals to ship imports to inland rail
hubs. 
 
DOT Lays Out $230 Million in New Port Grants for 2021 
The US Department of Transportation has issued a new round of 2021 port
grants, with an emphasis on projects that can address efforts to remediate
climate change. 
 
Suez Canal Crisis Sends Shipping Lines Scrambling for Alternatives 
Shipping companies rerouted vessels, refused to take on new customers and
forecast long delays—and longer-term port congestion around the world—
raising the global trade and economic stakes of the grounding of the Ever
Given in the Suez Canal. 

Video of the Week

It's really infrastructure week.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-03-30/after-suez-euphoria-comes-the-investigation-into-weeklong-drama?srnd=economics-vp
https://gcaptain.com/port-of-savannah-infrastructure-projects-to-boost-teu-capacity-amid-unprecedented-growth/
https://www.joc.com/maritime-news/international-freight-shipping/ap-moller-maersk-group/newest-2m-asia-us-east-coast-service-aims-fast-transits-maersk_20210331.html
https://www.joc.com/technology/supply-chain-visibility/new-blume-product-offers-hybrid-visibility-tms-functionality_20210329.html
https://www.joc.com/port-news/terminal-operators/railcar-scarcity-now-driving-la-lb-port-congestion-terminal-operators_20210329.html
https://www.joc.com/port-news/us-ports/dot-lays-out-230-million-new-port-grants-2021_20210329.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/suez-canal-crisis-sends-shipping-lines-scrambling-for-alternatives-11616951891
https://www.wsj.com/articles/suez-canal-ship-stuck-evergreen-cargo-what-we-know-11616795873?mod=article_inline


The President this week unveiled a $2 trillion plus infrastructure bill this week in
Pittsburgh that, if passed, has the ability to reshape American manufacturing,
supply chains, transit and set the stage for the likely electrification of
transportation in the coming decade. Click below to hear his thirty minute
speech and what the plan includes.

Logistics and Trade
Supply Chain Strains Sharpen Focus on AI 
The use of AI and its various subsets, such as machine learning, is enabling
these companies to forecast demand with increasing accuracy and to optimize
their supply chains, executives say. 

Largest US Truckload Carriers Adding Trucks, But Not Many 
The JOC Truckload Capacity Index rose 2.1 percentage points in the fourth
quarter, as some of the largest US truckload carriers expanded dedicated
business or replaced older rigs. 
 
Supply Chain Strains Sharpen Focus on AI 
Supply chains have taken a battering this year from the coronavirus pandemic
and other extreme events—and artificial intelligence has emerged as a critical
tool for navigating everyday business in this environment 
 
Suez Canal Supply Chain Snafu Likely to 'Untangle Itself' in 'Next Week
or So': Ex-Shell Oil President 
According to the shipping news website Lloyd's List, traffic on the canal
carries about $9.6 billion worth of goods per day, transporting about 1.9 million
barrels of oil daily and 1.2 billion pounds of cargo annually.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/supply-chain-strains-sharpen-focus-on-ai-11617221551
https://www.joc.com/node/3672746
https://www.wsj.com/articles/supply-chain-strains-sharpen-focus-on-ai-11617221551?mod=searchresults_pos6&page=1
https://www.foxbusiness.com/markets/suez-canal-supply-chain-chaos-oil-market-shell-oil


 
Message in a Bottleneck 
The Ever Given is not just one of the world’s biggest container ships, it is also
the emblem of a backlash that accuses globalization of going too far.
 
Turkey Greenlights Massive Project to Build Canal Through Istanbul 
Kanal Istanbul would increase capacity for shipping to and from the Black Sea,
connecting it to the Marmara Sea in the south of Istanbul. The project is
estimated to cost around $9 billion. 

Upcoming Events
 
April 7 – WEBINAR – FTA Charting a Course for Trade and Digital Ledger
Technology – 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM PT - CBP addressed knowledge gap in
information sharing models and has advocated a “transformative approach for
the future of trade”, yet we may be left wondering: what are some actual
programs we can engage near term? Come and see! - Register here 

April 13 - April 15 – ICPA 2021 ITAR CONFERENCE – Springhill Suites by
Mariott, Fort Worth, TX  - Join us in Forth Worth, TX for our ITAR Conference –
Register here 

April 15 - WEBINAR - P.A.E.I. - Customs Valuation - 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
PT - Register here

April 15 – WEBINAR – LAACA - Cyber Crisis in the Logistics World –
11:50 AM – 1:30 PM PT - Who’s in your computer – Register here 

April 21 – WEBINAR - First Sale: It’s still available to lower your
duty exposure, but is the hurdle now higher from non-
market economies  - 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM PT – Discussion on First Sale
Rule with  Erik Smithweiss from Grunfeld, Desiderio, Lebowitz, Silverman
& Klestadt LLP - Register here

May 2 - May 5 – 48th NCBFFA Annual Conference - Now in its 48th year,
the NCBFAA Annual Conference brings together more than 600 of the
international trade industry's top representatives from around the United
States – Register here

May 6 – Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce 95th Annual World Trade
Week – 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM PT - This years program will feature a panel on
"The Future of Transportation and Supply Chains," addressing chain
infrastructure, transportation challenges, and innovative solutions to increase
the region's global competitiveness as we recover from the pandemic–
Register here

May 11 - May 13 – Virtual Event - TIA 2021 Capital Ideas Conference
- Meet virtually with top industry leaders and solutions providers and take
advantage of over morning and afternoon live sessions with more than 12
hours sessions geared solely for 3PLs – Register here

May 20 – Virtual Event – FTA’s 95th Annual World Trade Week Event -
11:00 AM - 1:30 PM PT -  World Trade Week (WTW) celebrates the industry

https://www.economist.com/leaders/2021/03/31/message-in-a-bottleneck
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/turkey-greenlights-massive-project-to-build-canal-through-istanbul
https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event-4214376
https://web.cvent.com/event/e1801869-4309-4f94-8269-59ffdc9765ae/summary
https://www.paei.org/event/p-a-e-i-webinar-customs-valuation/
https://www.laaca.us/events/
https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event-4241074
https://www.ncbfaa.org/4DCGI/events/896.html?Action=Conference_Detail&ConfID_W=896&menukey=events
https://lachamber.com/world-trade-week/world-trade-week-southern-california/
https://www.tianet.org/meetings/2021conference/


and dedicates itself to informing the public on the benefits and importance of
global trade on the overall economy through a series of events and educational
programs. Please join us for our 95th Annual World Trade Week
event! – Register here 

June 9 - WIT-OC – The Bureau of Industry and Security "Complying with
US Export Control - A live event with BIS specialists on a professionally
designed platform - Details soon to follow! 

June 28-30 – AAEI – 100th Anniversary Conference & Expo – Save the
Date – Details soon to follow! 

July 20-22 – CBP Virtual Trade Week - U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) will host its second Virtual Trade Week. Join CBP Executives and
industry experts as they provide updates on CBP trade priorities and
policies – Register here 

October 14-17 – WESCCON 2021 – 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM PT - WESCCON
offers one of the best opportunity to meet people in the global logistics industry
– Register here 

https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event-4225845
https://www.cbp.gov/trade/stakeholder-engagement/trade-week
https://www.pacificcoastcouncil.org/wesccon

