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The Federal Maritime Commission has been making headlines the past few
weeks. The little-known agency, outside of those in the maritime business of
cargo and cruise ship operations, this week announced a planned audit of the
detention and demurrage practices of the nine largest carriers by market share.
This is the latest in a recent string of prominent actions by the agency building
on the Fact Finding which commenced last year.

Number of the Day:

1.09
Inventory to sales ratio for U.S. retailers in May, up from the 1.07 reading in
April that was the lowest in records dating to 1992, according to the Census

Bureau.

Government Actions and Trade
U.S. Anti-China Digital Trade Deal Seen as ‘Dead in the Water’ for Joe
Biden in Asia
The proposed deal could set out standards for the digital economy, including
rules on use of data, trade facilitation, and electronic customs arrangements.
 
AP Interview: U.S. Firms in Hong Kong Face Risks, Says AmCham
U.S. businesses operating in Hong Kong should reassess their operations and
decide if the risks of operating there are worth the reward, the president of the
American Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong said in an interview Monday
with The Associated Press.

https://www.fmc.gov/fmc-establishes-ocean-carriers-audit-program/
https://www.calcartage.com/customs-examination/
https://www.scmp.com/economy/global-economy/article/3141252/us-anti-china-digital-trade-deal-seen-dead-water-joe-biden
https://apnews.com/article/business-health-government-and-politics-hong-kong-coronavirus-pandemic-25416f3cd4f2f2e64675be85aaa53462
http://www.tradeandcargo.com
https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event/2-day-virtual-course-customs-compliance-for-import-personnel/
https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event-4340526
http://www.roanokegroup.com
http://www.yusen-logistics.com
http://www.coppersmith.com
http://www.pricetransfer.com
https://youtu.be/aAH0Qd6OV6o


 
Issuance of a Hong Kong Business Advisory
On July 16, the U.S. Department of State, along with the U.S. Department of
the Treasury, the U.S. Department of Commerce, and the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security, issued a business advisory to caution U.S. businesses
about emerging risks to their operations and activities in Hong Kong.
 
President Biden Announces 11 Key Nominations
President Joe Biden announced his intent to nominate the following 11
individuals to serve in key roles:
 
Britain Sets Out Plan to Stimulate Trade with Developing Economies
Britain will set out a plan on Monday to stimulate trade with 70 developing
economies by lowering tariffs and simplifying rules, its latest push to promote
freer global commerce after regaining control of its trade policy following Brexit.
 
Japan, Australia to Promote Regional Trade Deals
Japan and Australia agreed Thursday to promote the Trans-Pacific Partnership
and the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership regional trade deals
to revitalize the COVID-19 pandemic-hit regional economy.
 
U.S. Clashes with Mexico, Canada on Car Rules in USMCA Risk
The dispute focuses on how to calculate the percentage of a vehicle that
comes collectively from the three countries under the U.S.-Mexico-Canada
agreement, according to people familiar with the matter, who asked not to be
named because conversations are private.
 
Peruvian Congress Ratifies the Trans-Pacific Partnership Treaty                
In supporting the proposal, the president of the Congressional Foreign
Relations Commission, Gilmer Trujillo, of the Popular Force (FP), pointed out
that the CPTPP seeks to establish a free trade zone by incorporating or
referring to the text of the Trans-Pacific Partnership Treaty (TPP).
 
Taiwan Angers China with First Europe Office Using its Name
The government in Taipei will open its office in the Baltic nation of Lithuania,
Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph Wu told a briefing Tuesday. Taiwan’s other
diplomatic outposts on the continent are under the name of “Taipei.”
 
China is Buying Up American Farms. Washington Wants to Crack Down.
Bipartisan pressure is building to stop foreign nationals from purchasing
American farm operations and receiving taxpayer subsidies.
 
Biden to Tap Former Ambassador to France as His Ambassador to the
UK After Lengthy Search
President Joe Biden will name Jane Hartley as his ambassador to the United
Kingdom after a lengthy search, a person familiar with the decision told CNN.
 
China Wants a Chip Machine From the Dutch. The U.S. Said No.
Some of the tech industry’s most important machines are made next to corn
fields in the Netherlands. The U.S. government is trying to make sure they
don’t end up in China.
  
Tokyo Olympics: Covid-19 Cases Hit 71 Before First Matches Begin on
Wednesday

https://www.state.gov/issuance-of-a-hong-kong-business-advisory/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/13/president-biden-announces-11-key-nominations/
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/britain-sets-out-plan-stimulate-trade-with-developing-economies-2021-07-18/
https://japantoday.com/category/politics/japan-australia-agree-to-promote-regional-trade-deals
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-16/u-s-clashes-with-mexico-canada-on-car-rules-in-risk-to-usmca?sref=lZtNEhQx
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/mercosur/peru/peruvian-congress-ratifies-the-trans-pacific-partnership-treaty/
https://ajot.com/news/taiwan-angers-china-with-first-europe-office-using-its-name
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/07/19/china-buying-us-farms-foreign-purchase-499893
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/16/politics/jane-hartley-ambassador-to-uk/index.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-wants-a-chip-machine-from-the-dutch-the-u-s-said-no-11626514513?mod=djemlogistics_h
https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/east-asia/article/3141800/tokyo-olympics-japans-emperor-naruhito-will-attend-opening?utm_medium=email&utm_source=mailchimp&utm_campaign=enlz-scmp_international&utm_content=20210720&tpcc=enlz-scmp_international&MCUID=fcc07ac969&MCCampaignID=90f04460f5&MCAccountID=3775521f5f542047246d9c827&next_article_id=3141796&tc=32


Tokyo’s Olympic organizers reported 71 cases of Covid-19 linked to the event
on Tuesday, a day before competitions begin, with the opening ceremony of
the Games scheduled for Friday.
 
Chinese Suppliers to Apple, Nike Shun Xinjiang Workers as U.S. Forced-
Labor Ban Looms
Chinese factories that supply Apple Inc. and Nike Inc. and make other products
sold in the U.S. are shunning workers from Xinjiang, as Western countries
increase scrutiny of forced labor from the remote northwestern region where
Beijing has been accused of committing genocide against local ethnic
minorities.

FTA NEWS

​2-Day Virtual Course - Customs
Compliance for Import
Personnel

This is a 2-day course intended to
cover the subjects and information
needed by importer employees
responsible for Customs and import
compliance.

Pricing:

$150 - Early Bird Registration

$200 - Late Registration

REGISTER
HERE

​FTA's Fall 2021 Customs
Broker License Exam Course

This comprehensive course to
prepare for the upcoming Customs
Broker License

https://www.wsj.com/articles/chinese-suppliers-to-apple-nike-shun-xinjiang-workers-as-u-s-forced-labor-ban-looms-11626795627?mod=djemlogistics_h
https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event/2-day-virtual-course-customs-compliance-for-import-personnel/


Exam provides detailed review in
areas such as:

Customs Broker Regulations
Entry Requirements
Valuation of Imports
Harmonized Tariff Classification
Free Trade Agreements and
Other Duty-Free Exemptions
Fines and Penalties
Various other topics typically
covered on the exam
Exam-Taking Techniques

Pricing:

Member: $445.00

Partner: $500.00

Non-Member: $550.00

REGISTER
HERE

Environmental
California's Electric Car Revolution, Designed to Save the Planet, Also
Unleashes a Toll on It
The state of California is inexorably intertwined in this drama. Not just because
extraction companies are aggressively surveying the state’s landscapes for
opportunities to mine and process the materials. But because California is
leading the drive toward electric cars.
 
Apple’s Biggest iPhone Production Site Hit by Flooding in Central China
The severe flooding in central China cut power temporarily at Apple Inc.’s
biggest iPhone manufacturing site as water seeped into some areas and the
site’s operator gave many workers time off, said factory employees there.

https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event/customs-brokers-license-exam-course-fall-2021/
https://news.yahoo.com/californias-electric-car-revolution-designed-100041571.html
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-09-23/gavin-newsom-california-plan-only-zero-emissions-car-sales-by-2035
https://www.wsj.com/articles/apples-biggest-iphone-production-site-hit-by-flooding-in-central-china-11626879058?mod=djemlogistics_h


 
New Jersey Amps Up Fight Against Beachside Towns Opposed to
Offshore Wind
Much like the resistance to fracking in parts of the U.S. and the U.K.,
oceanfront towns have fought against power lines running ashore from wind
farms, even as the massive turbines themselves are mostly out of sight.
 
Environmental NGOs Highlight Retailers as Top Maritime Polluters
The groups Pacific Environment and Stand.earth, are focusing on the retail
industry, including Walmart, Ashley, Target, Home Depot, Ikea, and Amazon,
as the top maritime polluters as the NGOs launch a new campaign calling for
the carriers and their customers to stop moving commerce on fossil-fueled
ships.
 
Study Finds Most Ships Speeding Through North Atlantic Right Whale
Protection Areas
Most vessels are breaking speed limits to protect critically endangered North
Atlantic right whales, threatening the extinction of the species, according to a
new report released by the ocean conservation group Oceana.
 
Drones for Environmental Protection: Oceans Unmanned and The Ocean
Cleanup Join Forces
The two will work together, using drones to evaluate and improve ongoing
efforts to capture and remove marine debris in the Great Pacific Garbage
Patch. “Later this summer, a team of Oceans Unmanned operators equipped
with several UAS will deploy offshore with The Ocean Cleanup researchers for
a six-week campaign to conduct daily aerial surveys in an attempt to quantify
the distribution and abundance of marine debris.

Got a story idea?

The FTA wants to hear from you! Is
there a topic or industry that we're not
covering that you'd like to see more
of? Drop us an email by clicking the
button below with your suggestions.

EMAIL YOUR STORY
IDEA

https://gcaptain.com/new-jersey-amps-up-fight-with-beachside-towns-opposed-to-offshore-wind/
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/environmental-ngos-highlight-retailers-as-top-maritime-polluters
https://gcaptain.com/study-finds-most-ships-speeding-through-north-atlantic-right-whale-protection-areas/
https://uasweekly.com/2021/07/22/drones-for-environmental-protection-oceans-unmanned-and-the-ocean-cleanup-join-forces/
mailto:ac@tradeandcargoconsulting.com


FTA New Member Thank You!

The FTA would like to acknowledge our new members each week in our
newsletter. We sincerely appreciate their support and participation. Your
FTA leadership continues to focus on delivering value during this time of
social distancing and know that as we move back to in-person events
that the opportunities will only continue to expand.

Your Name Here!



Maritime
‘We’re Plugging a Gap,’ says Forwarder Paying $100,000 a Day for Small
Boxship
Allseas Global Logistics takes 2,000-teu feeder vessel for Asia-Europe trade.
 
Booming US-China Trade Brushes Off Trump Trade War and Pandemic
China and the U.S. are shipping goods to each other at the briskest pace in
years, making the world’s largest bilateral trade relationship look as if the
protracted tariff war and pandemic never happened.
 
China’s Port Congestion Ties up 565 Bulkers
Congestion outside Chinese grain and coal ports is affecting the sub-capesize
segment, supporting freight rates in the process. Handysize earnings, for
example, have gained for the 32nd consecutive day.
 
Understand the Importance of Investing in Safety in Maritime Operations
Port and maritime operations are subject to various types of risks that, if not
managed, can negatively affect all parties involved. In 2020 alone, more than
900 serious-level maritime accidents were recorded worldwide, according to
Maritime Bulletin.
 
Port of Los Angeles Hits Record Annual Container Volume of 10.87m teu
Over the past 12 months, the Port of Los Angeles surpassed eight monthly
records, had its two highest-performing quarters, and had its top four individual
months in the port’s history.
 
U.S. FMC Launches Ocean Carriers Audit Program
The U.S. Federal Maritime Commission has established an audit program, with
a dedicated audit team, to assess carrier compliance with the agency’s rule on
detention and demurrage as authorities in Washington DC take action to cool
down the nation’s overheated logistics sector.
 
The Shipping Summer of Chaos
The domino effect is being felt throughout the industry with analysts at S&P
Global-owned supply chain intelligence company Panjiva estimating that it
would take “at least 15 days of crossings above the ‘normal’ 50-60 vessels per
day run rate to clear the current backlog”.

Video of the Week

https://www.tradewindsnews.com/containerships/-we-re-plugging-a-gap-says-forwarder-paying-100-000-a-day-for-small-boxship/2-1-1043051?mod=djemlogistics_h
https://gcaptain.com/booming-us-china-trade-brushes-off-trump-trade-war-and-pandemic/
https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1137620/Chinas-port-congestion-ties-up-565-bulkers?mod=djemlogistics_h
https://gcaptain.com/understand-the-importance-of-investing-in-safety-in-maritime-operations/
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/ports-logistics/port-los-angeles-hits-record-annual-container-volume-1087m-teu
https://splash247.com/us-fmc-launches-ocean-carriers-audit-program/
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/the-shipping-summer-of-chaos/


UP chief on CNBC this week

During a week when the Union Pacific has embargoed ocean containers from
west coast ports to Chicago and with this story in the WSJ about the labor
shortages faced by freight railroads, UP's CEO took to CNBC this week to
explain the situation.

Logistics and Trade
North Carolina’s Largest City Running Short on Liquor
Restaurants and bars in North Carolina’s largest city are scrambling to find
popular brands of alcohol that have been depleted by supply chain issues and
worker shortages.
 
Car Dealers Can Keep Rolling After Supply Crunch
Both Lithia Motors and AutoNation —dealers selling new and used vehicles—
reported record revenue and profits last quarter. Lithia Motors said on
Wednesday morning that its second quarter sales surged 118% compared with
a year earlier; AutoNation’s sales jumped 54% in the same period.
 
FedEx Express and Delhivery Come Together to Unlock Cross-Border
Potential in India
FedEx Express India and Delhivery have entered into equity and commercial
agreements that will utilize their combined strengths to unlock India’s
international trade potential. Completion of this transaction is subject to closing
conditions, including regulatory approval.
 
China Buys Friends With Ports and Roads. Now the U.S. Is Trying to
Compete.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/shortage-of-railroad-workers-threatens-recovery-11626953584
https://apnews.com/article/lifestyle-health-coronavirus-pandemic-north-carolina-ff511fdf9047c87db5ea2bcfb97431b8?mod=djemlogistics_h
https://www.wsj.com/articles/car-dealers-can-keep-rolling-after-supply-crunch-11626891917?mod=djemlogistics_h
https://newsroom.fedex.com/newsroom/fedex-express-and-delhivery-come-together-to-unlock-cross-border-potential-in-india/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-buys-friends-with-ports-and-roads-now-the-u-s-is-trying-to-compete-11626363239


Rare bipartisan program dedicates $60 billion for overseas infrastructure
projects including cellular networks, vaccine production and maybe even a
crumbling Greek shipyard.
 
Getting the Cap on the Bottle: Inside P&G's Robot Ambitions
Procter & Gamble Co (PG.N) may be best known for laundry detergent and
toothpaste, but its secret sauce is arguably figuring out how to do things like
get two red bottles of Olay skin lotion into blister packs as cheaply and
accurately as possible.
 
Cargo Congestion on West Coast is a Consequence of Complex Issues
New research commissioned by the Pacific Maritime Association (PMA) finds
that equipment shortages, capacity limits, and logistical chokepoints
throughout the entire supply chain have created the backlog of container
vessels and marine terminals slowing trade at U.S. West Coast ports.
 
China's Foreign Trade Growth Expected to Slow in H2
Rising raw material prices and maritime logistics problems will further squeeze
margins of trading companies, Li told a media briefing.

Upcoming Events

​July 25-28 2021 - ICPA Summer Conference - Walt Disney World Swan &
Dolphin Resort - Join other international trade compliance professionals for
the 2021 ICPA Annual Conference in Orlando, FL - Register here

July 26-27 2021 - Global Trade Education Conference (G TEC) - 9:00 AM -
5:00 PM PT - The NCBFAA Educational Institute invites you to its 7th Annual
Global Trade Educational Conference (G·TEC). This two-day event
in Baltimore, MD will give customs brokers, freight forwarders, NVOCCs, OTI,
service providers, importers, exporters and all global logistics professionals an
opportunity to update themselves on industry developments - Register here

July 29 - WITLA - International Trade Updates and Business
Opportunities in the U.S. with Southeast Asia - 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM PT -
Trade representatives from Consulates General and Trade Offices in Los
Angeles and San Francisco will join us to provide a summary update on
international trade relations with the U.S. and present their perspectives for
opportunities for U.S. businesses - Register here

Aug 4 - LACBFFA HTS Classification Workshop 2021 - 10: 00 Am - 12:00
PM PT - Learn or review how to use the USHTS as a tool for classification and
duty estimation. We will cover the General Rules of Interpretation, General
notes, Chapter notes and headings - Register here

Aug 5- 6 - 2 Day Virtual Course - Customs Compliance For Import
Personnel - 9:00 AM - 12: 00 PM PT - This is a 2-day course intended to
cover the subjects and information needed by importer employees responsible
for Customs and import compliance - Register here

Aug 10 - ACE Reports for Export - 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM PT - We will look at
ACE Reports and show how you can use them to monitor your AES filing and
export compliance activities - Register here

https://www.reuters.com/technology/getting-cap-bottle-inside-pgs-robot-ambitions-2021-07-19/?mod=djemlogistics_h
https://www.logisticsmgmt.com/article/cargo_congestion_on_west_coast_is_a_consequence_of_complex_issues
https://www.reuters.com/article/china-economy-trade/chinas-foreign-trade-growth-expected-to-slow-in-h2-idUSB9N2OL00S
https://web.cvent.com/event/a2a58627-2c6c-4566-a7b0-0a444a5e77ce/summary
https://www.ncbfaa.org/4DCGI/events/902.html?Action=Conference_Detail&ConfID_W=902&menukey=events
https://wit-la.org/event/event.asp
https://www.lacbffa.org/events/hts-classification-workshop-2021
https://foreigntradeassociation.com/event/2-day-virtual-course-customs-compliance-for-import-personnel/
https://www.lacbffa.org/events/ace-reports-for-export


Aug 11-12- BIS Encryption Controls Virtual Seminar - 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
PT - The Encryption Controls Virtual Seminar is an in-depth seminar that will
focus on the unique provisions related to encryption under the Export
Administration Regulations (EAR) - Register here

September 12-15 ICPA Fall Conference and Valuation Seminar - Hilton
DFW Lakes Executive Conference Center, Grapevine, TX - Register here

September 14 - PAEI Webinar: Overview of International Trade & Export
Control Developments in Asia Pacific Region -6:00 PM - 7:30 PM PT - Join
us for this interactive “webinar” with our industry experts on an overview of
international trade and export control developments in the Asia Pacific region
and implications for global supply chains - Register here

September 19-21 NCBFAA Government Affairs Conference - 8:00 AM -
5:00 PM PT - Grand Hyatt, Washington, D.C. - Register here

October 14-17 – WESSCON 2021 – 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM PT - WESSCON
offers one of the best opportunity to meet people in the global logistics industry
– Register here 

December 31 - Webinar - LACBFFA APHIS CORE Webinar (Recording +
Presentation Materials) - 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM PT - This workshop provides an
overview on how to prepare for the mandatory APHIS Core filing date on
03/15/2021. Available resources and how to obtain admissibility guidance from
USDA. Disclaimer tips and APHIS Core message set filing review - Register
here

https://www.paei.org/event/bis-encryption-controls-virtual-seminar-2/
https://web.cvent.com/event/a3013b13-d0d5-44ad-8ba8-f86e01165690/summary
https://www.paei.org/event/webinar-overview-of-international-trade-export-control-developments-in-asia-pacific-region/
https://www.ncbfaa.org/events/2021-ncbfaa-government-affairs-conference/905/
https://www.pacificcoastcouncil.org/wesccon

